C Instruments

Theory Tip: Resolving ii - V's to
Different Key Centers

ONE WAY to think of ii - Vs is functioning just as that - a ii and a V chord heading to a certain key center.

With strong ii-v's like this one that are almost entirely diatonic to a specific key center, thinking of the
ii - Vin terms of the V chord specifically, you have 3 very functional resolutions:

From V to | (In the case of a regular ii - V resolution),

From bVII7 to | (in the case of a 'Plagal' ii - V resolution),

and From b2 to | (in the case of a TriTone Sub ii - V resolution).

This gives us a great way to apply the EXACT SAME ii V material but resolve it to 3 different key centers.
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Imaj7 (Diatonic Resolution)
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